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Events in our lives tend to take on a life of their own and they can certainly outpace our responses too.
Lord knows we have been through a lot as a nation, as a people of faith, as a Church and, simply, as
humans who are hurting when others are hurting, like those moms and dads in Uvalde, Texas. So, my
responses to other events in our lives have been a bit tardy, to say the least.
Brothers and sisters, I have been wanting to write in support of Archbishop Cordileone for several weeks
now. He has taken a lot of heat, in and out of the Church, for standing up for what's right. Of course, I
am referring to his recent statement prohibiting Nancy Pelosi, the current Speaker of the House in
Congress, from receiving Communion, the Holy Eucharist, in the Archdiocese of San Franciso. He chose
this course of action for her persistent stand in support of abortion and for her recent participation in an
effort to codify into Federal law the right to take the life of an innocent, unborn child so as to enshrine
that right in the law of the land. The Archbishop has done his due diligence and has made consistent
attempts for a number of years to communicate with the Speaker about authentic Church teaching in
this regard. In other words, like a good pastor, he is trying to lead her away from a very sinful situation.
He is caring for her soul.
Speaking of sinfulness and care of souls, you may have heard about an entertainer who recently
weighed in on this whole subject. In case you missed her statement which was aired on a show called
'The View', she took exception to the Archbishop's public announcement regarding Speaker Pelosi's
prohibition from receiving Holy Communion. Here is part of what she said:

"This is not your job, dude! That is not up to you to make that decision ... What is the point of
Communion, right? It's for sinners. It's the reward of saints, but the bread of sinners. How dare you!"
Where do I begin? Let's begin with the Archbishop's job. It� his job to teach, to correct, to admonish
and, if necessary, to impose sanctions. It� his job (everyone's job in fact) to point things out to and
charitably correct anyone who is in a sinful situation. That is even more important to do when the
person and the situation are so public, persistent, and brazen. Although it is not the Archbishop's job to
make the decision for her - to receive Communion or not - it� his job to make every effort to properly
form her conscience. It is Nancy's job to decide to refrain from taking Holy Communion until such time
as she is reconciled to Church teaching about the unborn and until such time as she desists in publicly
promoting and advocating the protection and expansion of abortion and abortion rights.

